Annotated list

Wildlife Inventory Plan
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge
Protocol #24

Version 1.2

Parameter: Annotated list of incidental observations

PURPOSE

To summarize presence and record incidental or anecdotal observations of birds and marine (and
terrestrial at some sites) mammals at islands.

PROCEDURES

Data collection.—Throughout the summer, keep a daily checklist of bird and marine mammal
observations. In addition, record incidental observations of behaviors, distribution, abundance, breeding
status, locations of nests, clutch or brood sizes, and appearance of first fledglings for all species, etc. It's
a good idea for each crew member to carry a Rite-in-the-Rain notebook at all times for recording
observations during the course of other work. Record data on appropriate forms (Figures 1 and 2) or
directly onto similar computer spreadsheets. You will use this information to write an annotated list of all
species at the end of the season, so include anything you think might be applicable (it is helpful to look at
annotated lists from past years’ reports to get an idea of what types of things to record). Keep in mind
that you will need to be able to classify both abundance and breeding status for each species observed,
using the following codes:

Abundance cateqgories:

Abundant: annual, sure to see many
Common: annual, sure to see some
Uncommon: annual, likely to see some
Rare: annual but not guaranteed to see any
Irregular: not annual but numerous records
Casual: not annual, only a few records
Accidental: only one or two records

Breeding status codes:

Breeder: evidence of breeding, either confirmed (observations of current nests, eggs, or chicks;
adults carrying nesting material or food to nests or chicks; recently fledged young;
distraction displays) or probably (observations of pairs or territorial behavior)

Resident non-breeder: occurs throughout season but does not breed at site

Migrant: through-migrant, recorded regularly but only during migratory period

Vagrant: recorded outside known breeding, wintering, and migrating range

If you see any rare birds, document observations as best as you can using an Alaska Site Record report
(Figure 3) and try to get photos.

Data analysis.—Create an annotated list summarizing observations from throughout the field
season (Figure 4), and present species breeding status categories in a table in the report (Figure 5). If
applicable, send a copy of any Alaska Site Record Reports to the appropriate recipients (see Unit
Biologist).

Spelling and order of species listed in the annotated list and breeding status table should follow
the AOU taxonomic list for all birds and the University of Alaska Museum taxonomic list for mammals
(with the exception that “Steller sea lion” should be spelled as such following NOAA/ADFG notation). For
the annotated list, make sure to include an abundance and breeding status designation for each species.
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Annotated list

Any photos should be referenced and put in an appendix at the end of the report; do not put photos
embedded in the text in the annotated list.

Do not include any species that was only observed as a dead specimen in the current year in the
annotated list or breeding status table. If you wish to record these species, you can do so in the
“Interesting Observations” section of your report.
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Figure 1. Example of data on daily bird and marine mammal observations (note: this example shows only a partial list of species). You
can also record this information directly into a similarly-designed spreadsheet.
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Figure 2. Example of data on incidental observations of bird and marine mammal species. You
can also record this information directly into a similarly-designed computer file.
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ALASKA SIGHT RECORD REPQORT
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Figure 3. Example of Alaska Sight Record Report form.
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Figure 3 (continued). Example of Alaska Sight Record Report form.
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Annotated list of wildlife species observed at Buldir Island, Alaska in 2016 (29 May to 28 August).

Abundance categories are defined as follows: Status categories are defined as follows:
Abundant: annual, sure to see many Breeder: evidence of breeding, either confirmed
Common: annual, sure to see some (observations of current nests, eggs, or chicks;
Uncommoen: annual, likely to see some adults carrying nesting materials or food to nests
Rare: annual but not guaranteed to see any or chicks; recently fledged young; distraction
Irregular: not annual but numerous records displays) or probably (observations of pairs or
Casual: not annual, only a few records territorial behavior)
Accidental: only one or two records ever Resident non-breeder: occurs throughout season but

does not breed at site

Migrant: through-migrant, recorded regularly but only
during migratory period

Vagrant: recorded outside known breeding, wintering,
and migrating range (category added in 2012)

Birds

Aleutian cackling goose (Branta hutchinsii leucopareia). Abundant breeder. Frequently observed during
May and June; geese become much less conspicuous between mid-July and early August, however,
when they are flightless and seek cover in dense vegetation. During this time, many leave low-lying
areas in favor of higher elevation sites.

Eurasian wigeon (Anas penelope). Uncommon to common spring migrant. Birds were observed at Bean
Goose Pond, South Marsh and ponds near camp. A maximum of 18 birds were seen on 31 May and the
last record was on 26 June.

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos). Uncommon migrant and resident non-breeder. A maximum of four
individuals were seen on 6 June and the last record was on 26 June.

Northern shoveler (Anas clypeata). Irregular migrant. Two birds were seen on 30 May near camp.

Northern pintail (Anas acuta). Uncommon spring migrant and rare summer resident non-breeder. Birds
were seen on Bean Goose Pond and flying by North Marsh early in the season. A maximum of two birds
were seen in June and the last record was 3 July.

Aleutian green-winged teal (Anas crecca nimia). Common migrant and rare summer resident breeder.
Birds were common throughout June with only two records in July and August. A maximum of nine were
seen on 31 May and the last record was 22 August. A dead duckling was found in an inland trail.

Tufted duck (Aythya fuligula). Irregular migrant. One individual was seen with two Greater scaup
between North Bight Beach and Crested Point on 6 June.

Greater scaup (Aythya marifa). Uncommon migrant. Birds were seen infrequently in between North Bight
Beach and Crested Point. A maximum of three birds were seen through mid-June and the last record
was 16 June.

Common eider (Somateria mollissima). Common breeder. Birds were seen regularly throughout the
season. Young chicks were observed into mid-August. Multiple broods of four to six were seen around

the north of the island as well as from Spike Camp.
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Figure 4. Example page of an annotated list written for an AMNWR annual report. Note the
format and that abundance and status categories are indicated for each species.
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Table 91. Observations and breeding status of birds and selected mammals at St. George Island, Alaska. Data represent cbservations
made during the monitoring season only (see dates at end of table) and may nct include sightings made by other researchers or community
members on the island. Information comes from annotated lists, which were not included in reports prior to 2002, although incidental
observations of wildlife were undoubtedly made 1875-2001. Dashes indicate species not recorded that year but may not necessarily indicate
absence from the island during the time period (e.g., species not observed althcugh present, or species not recorded although observed).

Codes: B=confirmed breeder, P=probable/possible breeder, X=observed non-breeder
X/B?=bred in other years but not specified in current year

Species 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Bean goose

Greater white-fronted goose
Emperor goose

Snow goose

Brant

Aleutian cackling goose
Trumpeter swan

Whooper swan

Gadwall

Eurasian wigeon

American wigeon

Mallard

Northern shoveler

Northern pintail

Eurasian green-winged teal (A. ¢. crecca)
Aleutian green-winged teal (A. ¢. nimia)
American green-winged teal (A. c. carolinensis)
Green-winged teal (unspecified subsp.)
Ring-necked duck

Tufted duck

Greater scaup

Lesser scaup

Steller's eider

Spectacled eider

King eider

Common eider

Harlequin duck

White-winged scoler

American (formerly black) scoter
Long-tailed duck

Bufflehead

Common goldeneye

Barrow's goldeneye

Smew

Red-breasted merganser
Pacific loon

Commeon loon

Yellow-billed loon
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Red-necked grebe

Northern fulmar

Short-tailed shearwater
Fork-tailed storm-patrel
Storm-petrel (Oceanodroma) sp.
Double-crested cormorant
Red-faced cormorant

Pelagic cormorant
Black-crowned night-heran
Bald eagle

Rough-legged hawk

Gyrfalcon

Peregrine falcon

Sandhill crane

American golden-plover

Pacific golden-plover

Lesser sand-(Mongolian) plover
Semipzlmated plover
Black-winged stilt

Common sandpiper

Spotted sandpiper

Gray-tailed tattler
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Figure 5. Example breeding status table in an AMNWR annual report.
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Protocol Revision History Log

Protocol Revision History Log

Revision Chanages made New
Date 9 version #
April 2017 Specified what order to follow and that dead things were not included, made photos go at end of report and not in- 1.2
text in annotated list, renumbered protocol from #26 to #24
April 2014  Changed font to Arial, added revision history log, replaced revision date with version # on first page, added protocol 1.1
# to first page, changed page number format to include protocol #, made minor grammatical edits
May 2013 Protocol developed in standardized format from historic protocols 1.0

24-9



